"types of intravenous anaesthesia" described in the chapter of the same name are rapidly becoming obsolete and while they may be used in some places, I could find little relevant information in this chapter. The chapter on the pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamic of drugs used in TIVA was more comprehensive, but disappointing in that it appeared to be little different from what might be found in standard pharmacological texts. The use of these drugs and other adjuvant drugs to TIVA could have been described in better perspective-I fail to see the relevance of describing Bier's block in a book of this nature.
The chapters on the delivery and use of TIVA were more interesting and relevant, but unfortunately comprise less than half the book. In the chapter on delivery and monitoring systems I would have preferred more detail on the theory and use of targetcontrolled devices. The chapter on the use of TIVA in special patient populations was useful, but offered little or new challenging information. The referencing is comprehensive.
Overall the book reads reasonably well but seems to lack cohesion and depth of information in important areas. Even the interested trainee will need to supplement the information provided with other more comprehensive sources. As an introduction to the fundamental principles of TIVA, this book is no more than adequate. At the price I would find it hard to recommend its purchase and might rather steer the potential reader to a few well chosen reviews on the subject.
G.M. JOYNT
